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2044 22 Tere -t0 be wiſhed, Chriſtian 
bi Reader, that the: Author him- 

| I ſelf of theſe Notes , bad been 


S444 dat liberty to frmſh them; but be 
POTION being called by God to a ſerwice 


Nee $T0-1.9 
pho nos 


| of another kind, I thought it my duty the 


rather -to publiſh thew "thus imperfe&t as 
they are, than-to conceale what may ſerve 
to- ſtrengthen any Chriſtians Reſolution, - 
an Age eſpecially, when there' is ſo much 
need of it. I know-captions men will be 
apt to quarrel at any thing; but what is 


now Printed , being Preached long before 


_ the eons! had any expeffation of thus! ' 


A -2 Tryall, 


any pk which they will find $ ; 
nce there is nothing (aſſerted , fo what T: 
"gx able” to , the "Prigciphs Pt 

ſtand what Fa 1% 4.4.3 5 Poa 
th ” Religron. -Twa + my there are 
eſpecially required; a Deliberate Choice, 


fore whoever they be , that either change, 
 acgorditns as outward. .canveniences alter ; 
or elſe conceal, and labour to bide their Pro- 
eſſen by ſhuffling themſelves into the 
Crond:; they are farre . from that Temper 
which Joſhua proclainrs ta be 'in himſelf ,* 
and our Sawiour , of whom Joſhua. was-a 
Type, requires ſrom all ts. ft ollowers, | 
know very well, that Separation ( which, 
when men have @ mind to make. it odious, 
they call Schiſme ) lies under great Re- 
oaches.; aud -Conventicles or Private 
Meetings , wrder greater : But if in all 
Ages the Saints of God bawe been Separa. 
tiſts ; if Abraham in Canaan, Lot in So. 
dome, Joſeph 72 Egypt; thoje ſeaven thou. 
ſand 


and-gn Unſhaken Conſtancy'; - and there- © 


. 
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« —'Tothe'Chilffian Reader. - | 
ſand whe would nvt- bow the knee"iry 
Baal, in Iſrael, could not have ſerved Godt 


(which we know they did) with thei? Fanti- 


lies, bad they not ſet up Conventicles; then, 
greatzr Antiquity can be plead: d for that 
deſpiſed way of "— than for any Na- 
tional Church.\Yorthip whatever. 

\. But while'men too eagerly contend forttheir 
own Forms, 'and brand Diffenters wuh the 
name of Schiſmaricks, they do unwittingly lay 
ah Imputation upon thoſe Ancient Worthies, 
who never thought the multitude, and con- 
ſent of Worſhippers, to be a weighty Arpit- 
ment for the truth of any Worſbip. When the 
Vail is pulled from mens eyes, they will 
took, into things, without ſeeking to fright 
either themſelves or others with the noiſe of 
words ; and the loud clamourous out-cries of 
the Papiſts, with thoſe ſcandalous charges 
of Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, ſhonld ne- 
thinks make Proteſtants more tender, than ſq 
deeply to cenſure each other, ſince the world 
is not furniſhed with a ſufficient reaſon, to 
make it appear, either abſurd or impious, that 
Proteſtants may wot make Diviſions and Se- 


parations 


| Tothe- Chriſtian. Reader, _ 
puretions. among themſelves, ( when things 
inconvenient are - impoſed npon them) 
well as alt joyntly; agree to divide from 
the Papiſts, without: fearing. the guilt of 
Schiſnre. * But Iwill proſecute thu Argument 
no- fartber,- mhich: onely our diftemper , and 
want of doing as-we-would bz done by, 
wakes to be a Queſtion : Onely ane thing may 
ſadly be reflefied upon, That in all Ages, none 
bawe been more fierce and zealous in decrying- 
Separation, than ſuch, whoſe either wice or - 
. ignarance, made their: own, Religion to be 
abborred-or ſuſpeSied. | 

I ſball make no application -of this unto 
the. times wherein we live, but onely: pray, - 
that whoever upon” good Grounds', 35- res 
folwed concerning his practiſe, (though per- 
haps different from the common Mode and 
Faſhion) would not by ſuch Brutiſh Argu-- 
"ments, as Force and Fear, be turned from it; 
for true-Religion 3s newer more like it ſelf that 
is; never: more truly Chriſtian, -thanwhen it - 
is Trinwphant over' the worlds malice, in - 


th croſſe and (wfſcrings of its Proſclites. 
pot” Toſbus's 


- 
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{ Jolh. 24 15. — But as for me, andmy Houſe, 
we will ſerve the Lord. 


8* HE SE are the words of Toſkua, exprefling his 
Lb4 Purpoſe and reverb om God, though 
T 2F the reltofthe /ſraelites ſhould apoſtatize and 
4 * backſlide from him, In them we may cone 
&.uS ShK lider theſe two patts. 
Tee IPOS ;, The Reſolutionit ſelf ; in theſe words, 
But as for wt, and my hyu{e, we will —— + 
2. The thing adout which he reſolves, and that was, to ſerve - 
-1- God, both in bis Perſon, and wich his Family, = As for we, 
and wy houſe, we will ſerve the Lord, ; | 
Two Obſervations a: ile from hence, 
Firft, That profeſſion of Religion alone, is likely to hold ont in 
times of tryall, which is widertaken wpm a ſerious, : 
and well-grounded Reſolution. | Ne x. 
Secondly, when the National and Publique Worſhip of God Dott. , * 
2 to be _ then yr ail inferiouy 
Mapiftrates, wate {briftiens, to be 
fect ard diligent Fans , wks * ef 
The f(t Obſervation is this, That that aſe fan of Religien Delt, 1] 
4 Abe, bkely te hold owe, which ir undertaken upon 4 [erioum ; 
and ma re" Reſalntion, FR ? | 
Theſe words of Jofirea, But { and ney bonſe, 8&c, ſhew that 
be had conhdered the. Caſe, avd q4relully weighed, all: Cire 
Cumſiances, which made bim (> peremprocy in kig Decernmi®» | B 
nitrn, Þ: os 


2R6p. r7- 27- 


Mat. 8. 20. 


Mat. 19, 21.] 


ti | (2) 


nation. There arem'ny of theſe Comparative Buts tn Scrip» 


But, w: vid remenb:* the name of the Lird our God, 
and in another plice , hyieg arlyg2.tndled thar perplexing 
z Ont Of te ungodly wan pi olpet gy i this life, he conc!udes, 
Bg.1t 15 good for me to draw reer to God, 
1043 well-9rcunded REſdu: ibn, 16 thingy are reagilice, £1 
1. Aſcvere and inpartial examining of the Grounds of that 
R 1 vin which we proteile, Counters and Braile Money may 
Falſe f om hand tc hand, wi.hout ic:upl-, their very worthlet- 
neſs doth prevent ih2ireryal ; Bur-Gold mu't be pur into the 
Bilance, tor tear ir be toolight, and is d<ciive us. when we 
cOmexo uic ir, So words ot .onplenent ani fervic2 to men, 
may aſs eaſily from u*,45 things at cou-7;Bu: Profeſſions of ſer= 
viceto God onght-noc to be made without the deepeſt preme= 
ditarion, As we readthar the King of Aſſyria ſent a Prieſt unto 
his Ni Plintaticn ard Colony in Samaria, To teach them the 
meer of (the god of the Ld, i, e, Inwhat particular manner, 
and with what Rites he would be ſe.ved : So our Saviour ne- 
ver adimirred any to be his Follow2:s, buc the made them un- 
deiftand his Manner, and pur thenr upon the udying of his 
VErms.. Toone, Foxes have Holes, and the Bwds of the Ayre 
Fave Neſt-, but the Son of man hath not where to lay his bead, 
To another, Take wp thy Croſſe. T1 a third, Sell all thou baſt, 
nd follow me,” Thus Joſhua here, ſeems r0-beſpeak rhe [(rae- 
tires, thar they. would d6 nothing raſhly, but adviſe and confi- 
:detw-IR what they had too ; yer as!or his owh part, he was 
fixed and (erled, becauſe he hid ſeirched and tryed the grounds 
of iis Praciile, 45 | 
Secondly, Ton well-grounded Reſolution, there is requi« 
red atri& and firme adherence urfto that Relizion, which we 
have thus examined, - Men will nor part with Gold, that hath 
enduted the Fire ; and Pearls, which we know to be right and 
uacounterfeir, we pur up into ohr Treaſuries: So ſhould the 
mind grow one with Truth, which'ir hath tried, and found co 
beſo.” As thar- Scale of the Balance, which hath the greater 
weight in it, ſinks down to the ground,” and reſts there : Sd 
when the ſoul hach found, thar the Religionfic 'hach enquired 
{ra ite inco, 


#5 Other aid Debi, ds rey of tht Horſe, and Aves 
of eP : ; 


a, 0 


the wo: 1d may ſooner be removed from ics Baſis, than ſuch an 


(3): 


into, doth over-powet and cutweigh every thiog that can be put | 
into the ſcales with ir, it ſhoulqthen enter into its reſt, and ac+ pa, us 7 = 
quieſce in truth,-as 1D its Center, This alone will makz a man 
hke Mount Stor, never to be moved, which is Davids exprefſi- pg1, ng, 1, 
on of a Righteous man, The Reaſons are, 
Firſt, Becauſe Reſolution doth fix the ſoul,ic puts anend toall Reaſon 1. 
its wavering and uncertainty. As the Needle,while it hovere be- 
eween two Point*,hath acrembling and uncertain morion; bur a3 
ſoon as ev2r it is Girected rothe N th, it Rands itill; So while 
the mind is fluctuating b:tween wo Opinions ( ſuch an one as 
James Calls a double-minded man ), itis like 4 wave of the Sea, Jam. 1.5,” 
or like a Ship ina fto-m, driven up and down by every wind ; 
bur when ic hath choſen hu opinion, which 17 refolves to (tick 
e*'tis like a Ship ar Anchor, He that never debaced any thingy, . 
and yer reſolves, is Fxed as ihe earthis fixed, whoſe duln:ts 
and ſtupidity keeps it from moving : bur he who is fixed afcer 
a thorough and accurate fearcihis Iize the Sun in Heaven, whoſe 
fixation doth not hinder its progrelle. As chait and feathers, and 
ſuch like ching?,are eaſily moved and driven hicher and thicher, 
becauſe they have no center, their place is to be every where; 
but a Rock abides, becauſe it hath a center of its own, in which 
it reſt#: So Aicy and lighe ſpirited men, run up and down, till 
their coo much morton makes them giddy, and fall inco eyery 
Dutch ; whereasa ſerious and reſotved Chriltian is bis own 
center, he hath a root within him, by which he is ſatisfied , and Provag. 14. 


one from his Religion ; as David hathir, A good man ſhall rot 

be moved for ever : Therighteous ſhall not be fad, his heart u P(al.ns, 6, 7- 

fixed, truſting inthe Lord his heart « eſtabliſhed, 

Secondly, As Reſolution doth fix the mind, ſs doth ir con- Reaſor 2, 

firm andfirengthen ic ; it gives the ſoul aftivity, as well as (ta- 

hility : Reſolution is the ſouls Armour, by which ir is fenced. 

As the ſame nayles which faſteneth the ſeverall pieces of Ar- 

mour together, do make them more ſtrong, as well as leſſe 

moveable ; So the ſame Principles which b-ing the mind to a 

conſiſtency and ſerrlemenr, doth give ir a point and edge, as 

well aa bottom and foundation : For Re{olution is nothing el & + \._ : 

but chat Courage and Aſſurance of Fair, which the Scripture 
B {6 


Hcb, I', 


Feb.t0.3%,29 


CF ' 
A248 ;, 


Jer, 10. 12. 


Job 23. 13. 


Prd, 4-25, 26. 


Prov. 5. 21; 


Reaſon 4. 


> 


19-much commends to us, as the: cauſe ofall thoſe great ex« 
plots we read of, .Now Patch is only ihe te'ule and ſum of ma- 
ry practical Piinciples, which while chepare 18 the ſoul, there 


can be m.drawing back. 


Thi dly, . Reſolution makes us molt Itke to God in our at» 
197, W1105C p=culiar Atr:ibure 15 Oo he Unchangeable ; with 
h:m,ev' tithe Arolile Jemer, 15 119 variatlereſſe , nor ſhadow. 
ef cha T4214 And [ the Load charge n *; And 7 he ſtrength of lſra- 
of 15 nit as mar, that be ſhould repent, 1.0, change or. alter bis 
mri, Now. whence 18 this tmmutabilicy of Cor nſel {© often 
aic:1bed ro G69 , bur becauſe he 18 repreſented in Scripture as 
dow? all things with marure advice and delibzration ? The 
earth abides, ind hz H2avens patle not away, . becauſe God efta- 
bliſhed the earth by wiſd me, and ſtretched out the heavens by 
diſcretion : And, be is of one mind, \ai. h Job, who can turn bins ? 
becau:s God doth alwaves that which is bs{t, which his ere:= 
ball wi'dcme huh confidered and reſolved of, So ſhould a 
ſervant of Cod doe, he howld enter into ns Reſt, as God doth 
into h1s,and become a {ix2d tirr mn the tirmarnent of rt: uth,* We 
ſhould labuur to imvare an! r2ſemble God,in the wmchangeable- 
reſſe of holineſle, as well as it che wwverſality of it : According 
to -that advice of Solowwrn, Let thine ey2: look right on, ayd let 
thire eye-1 ds l.ok firerght before thee : Poxder the path of thy feet, 
ane let ail thy wayes be eſtabliſhed : For which he gives this rea= 
ſon in the following Chapter, F-r the wayes ef man a: e before the. 
eyes of the Lerd, and | e pondereth all his goings, 

Liftly, Reſolution 1s the only way to prevent temptation, 
Theeves chat rob for booty, if they meer with a man that 
is armed, an!l perceives ſigns-of courage.and reſolution in his: 


face, they uſually let ſuch a one palle by,and reſerve themſelves 


for eaſizr conqueſts : So the Div-<li ſuffers reſolved Chriſtians 
10-20 on in-their way; he may indeed raiſe up trouble to them 


from withour,but be cannot ordinarily create them any inward 
difturbance, for by fixing a Reſolution that they will ſerve the 


Lerd, they have eſcaped the greateft part of his ſnare, -The Art. 
and policy of Sathan, 1yes, either in keeping men from looking . 


afcer t11t'2, crelſe ſrom fixing upon 1t ; bur when we have. 
paſled through thoſe plunges and urcertaincies, wherein at _ 
colt 


3 
"T0 


5 05.) ahh 
firſt converhon that ſeducing ſpiric doth endeavour to detain 
and keep us his priſone:s, the following purſuir of Sathan may be 
croubleiome, bur it canner be dangerous : Ke/ft the Devilglaich Jam. 4.7. 
James, and he will fly from you ; but then, Ke/iſt him, as Peter ad- 
viſeth, fedfaſt in the faith : Cut off all Obje&ions by holding 1Pet. 5.9. 
faſt to the concluſion; as Naom, when the law Ruth ffedfaſtly 
minded to goe along with her, left off” ſpeaking to her ; oc as Pauls 
friznds, when they ſaw he would not be perſwaded, they ceaſed, > & 21 12,14. 
ſaying, The will of th. eLord be done. So deales that tempter wich 
us, he ſeldome layes his battery againtt a Rock, Unſetled men, 
like ſand, are eatily undermined ; but he that 152 Chriftian up- 
on i1ght grounds, he knows the moſt that can be urged azgainit 
him; aSthe Apolilz, Ie are ot Ignorant of IT, devices, 1,e, We? Cor, 2,11, 
know his piots and (tratages, and by what methods he lyes 
10 wait to decclve ; ſo tha: wile unitable men are taken captive 
at his pleaſure (like ro tho'e whom the Apotile mentions, who 
were carried away, even as they wereled) areſolved man, clean 1 Cor. 12. 2. 
contrary, hath his comple:t A-mour about him, by which he can Eph. 5 12, 
wi.hitand his wil :s, and cepel his darts, without being mortally 
wounded by them. | 

The Uſe of this way be, 
Ficſt, To ſhew us the true Reaſon why, incimes of tryal, ſo Uſer. 

' many fall off from thei: profetſion ; becauie they never knew 
why they tooke it up, It is no wonder to- (ce leaves of the trees 
ſhaken by the wind, for they hav no Root to fix thzm, When 
a tempeſt ariſerh, if dult and chatfe bz driven before ir, we ima:- 
vell not at the martEr, becauſe we expeted no other from them: 
So there may be many who take up their Religion upon very un- 
ſafe and unſatisfaory rzarms ; ſome, b<cauſe of their Profit, as 
the 1.1en of Shechem ; others, becauſe of their Kelations, 28 Ruth; 

Kuth 1. 16, 
many, becauſe of a leading example, 23 the Iſraelites feared God ISO 
all the dayos of Joſhua , mo't, becauſe of Fear, or, the force of E- J King. 15. 2d 
ducation; and it ſuch ſin{y Foundations as theſe b{ overthrown ..- 24. " 
by a ſtorm, 1s there n:2t a £6 w/t » Coth not the meer n2ture of the 
Buildipg exci.{e v*, if we: look for a fall ? If men onel; p:avide 
themſelves with Summer ©::ments, as ifthere never wo:ld be 
any chang of w:atier ; ca!, we wonder when the rain b-acs upon 
chem, ii chey ru: 1075 ſome n01C to hile themſelves ? Theſe 

> M are 


Ruth 1. 18, 


Gen. 34-22,23, 


Tultes.r3. 


Uſe 2, 


Ft. 8; 17. 


John 14- 17. 


Plal. 65.10,1', 


& 
Heb.2, 26, 27. 


Big (6) "a 
arerhey that are ſown upon the Reck, who receive the Word 
with joy, bur when tribulation and afflift:on comes, Which they 
looked not for, then preſently they fall away. 

Secondly, This icrves likewiſe ro ſhew the ebſolute ne- 
ceſſicy, that ſometimes the Church of GoJ thould be tryed by 
eAſfiittions ; namely, to make a kignal and vihble note of dit- 
fe ence berween Hypocrites and true Profcilors, God indeed 
kn:»wswho are hue 3 but the. patient and conſtant enduiing of 
Affiictions will make them known ro others ; as dark nights 
ſerve to diſcover the Stars : While the Church pro 
fpe s, and, Contrary to its true ſtile, 15 Triumphine here up- 
cn earth , many will j»yn themſelves to it for fear ; as 
we read tome upon that ſcore were circumciſed ; bur 
when the Church of God, 1s left like a Loaye in the Wilderneſs, 
wi.nhere is almoſt none chat paſſe:h by. an4 regards her, then 
ts le the duſt of Sion ; to chooſe 7 rruſulem when it 15 over- 
whelmed in Rubbiſh, this thews a well principle'd integrity 
of mind, and manifeſts a ſpirit that men of the world cannot re 
ceive, Inthe ſame Floor Corn and Chaffe lye mingled toge- 


ther ; Afi&ionis Gods wind, ſent by him on purpoſe ro ſever 


them, . In the ame Maiſle, there is G-1d and Drofſe ; AfMicti- 
on 1s the fire which rips off the one, and refines the other : 


As the Churchin her P;ayer, Thon, O God, haſt proved xs, thou . 


haſt tryed ws as. filver « tryed; (th: meaning of which ſhe ex- 
plains in che following vere, .7 ho# haſt brought us into the Net, 
thou haſt laid affiftion upon orr Loins, Let not then any of the 
Sons of Sion complaig, as if God were fortetFull ; it is his care 
and rendern. fl:, which makes bim to corre& them z his Church 
could net bz beauriſull and glorious without ir, While we are 
at peace, we are content to {lubber over matters of ſalvation, 
and do take every thing de bene effe, without ever enquiting into 
the Nature of ic ; But when matters in the Church come to 
that palle, that there is no Truth we own, but -may coſt us 
dear, we will then be ſure ro examine our Grounds, God lets 
his Church be ſhaken on purpoſe, that the light and chaffy part 
may beremoved, that ſo what remains unſFaken, may be more 
firme and ſetled ever afte:, 

Laſtly, 


= 


_— 


| a | 
$2 & | -- 
Laſily, This may exhort us ro weigh and to corfider the” 71% 1, 
G:ounds of our Religion, that ſo we may take comfort in the 
P:ofefiion and Exercuie ot it : As Gol iaith, { will reſt in $15n, Plal132.13,14- 
becanſe I have deſired it : Soif we will cake reſt and (ari:fiction 
in our way, We oueht to chooſe it: As David, [ hate choſen 
the way of Truth, thy Tudgements have | laid before me: And, Pla). 119. 3% 
Thy | eſt1monies have [ taken 45 an Heritage for ever, for they 
avethe Rejoycing of my heart : Now that we may come to this, 
remper of 1 1»/, which alone can make us 2cquieice and reſt 
ſaiis{i2d with our Profeſſion , there few Rules mutt be ob- 
ſerved. 
Fi:{t, Bz often erquicing how you came (6 fa: as Profeſſion, 
and why you go on no tacther > We are all Ch-utians in Name; 
we (hou atk our felves how we came by that Til: ? Do we 
o've it m2erly tothe Font ? or did 1: come to us by the care 
of our Parents, who did what they couid to engage us bztimes 
in this Religion, that we might ſuck in he Principles of it with 
our Milk ? Ifthis be all. 204 the Name 15 onely upon us, not 
the Nature in us, we (hall nzver be able rohv14 uv, Th ow a 
rich Robe upona Carkaſle, ic will not conveigh any warmth in- 
toir, Perfumes upona Dunghii!, onely loſe their ſcerr, with- 
out makirg apy alteration upon that : $9.45 it with thar Chrilti- 
an, Who 15 yer onely one in Name ; a few fig ws will quickly 
walh of his Colur and Varniſh, But if we have found a beau- " 
ty and Juſt:e in this Religion, above and beyond that fare 
which we were barnin; if we perceive that to be an Heir of 
Glory, is infnifely betrer chan to bean Heir of wrath (which is 
the condition we were born to), and thereupon have emb-aced 
and cloſed wich Ch:ift, eþe Author of this hype , then let us 
ask our ſelves, why we 9g» on no farther ? when ſo muck is to 
be done inthe Vineyard, why do we ſtand idle all the day ? 
when there are ſo many ſtairs to be climbed up, in that Laddec 
which reacheth from Earth to Heaven, why + we ſtay at thz 
botrom ? fince-the very ſame Principle of life which tuzns the * 
heart to love God, and to preferre his wayes, if we our ſelves | 
do not induſtriouſly ſtop and hinder'ir, will be alwvyes advan- 
cingand egging us forward, . Asa Tree, ſo long as the Sap is 
vigorous and moilt, ic will be alwayes thriving ; ſo the Saincs 
are .. 


* i\Luket. 


Mat. 5. 11, | 


Heb, 10, 31, 


Plal. 42. 


— 


J 


at þ 


| are comparedto ſugh Trees, which flowrifhin the Houſe of God , 


and fiill bring forth fruit inold age. So that if we find our ſelves 
ata (tay, toat weihink we have Faith, and Leve, and Holinrſſe 
enough}, let us fear leaſt our fixedneſle be like that of a ſtake, 
which onely rots inthe Earth ; and nor like that of a Cedar, 
which neyer ceaſeth frem growing, till 1s tcp reacheth to 
Heaven, p 

. S2condly, Be ofcen foreſeeing thoſe dangerswhich are Fke- 
I; to befall ycu in your Chritlian Profeſſhon, and compare your 
!trength with choſe dangers, It is this which makes the hy- 
pecrite flinch and turn afide, he never thougat of meeting 4 
Lyon in the way : But he who counts his colt bzfore-hind, and 
fore-ſces what wiil beſall him, hath time and leilure to examine 
his Rreng(h, that ſo he may not be ſoilzd by tov unequal an 
Encourter,, T bus would our Saviour have all h13 Followzrs to 


. oy like Wiſe Bailders, or like Warriours, whe compute their 


Charge and Forces, before they undertake any h2zardous En- 
te:prize, And herein we ovght to have a ca:e, that we do not 
chrult our ſelves upon that Tryal, for which we are not peculi- 
arly fitted ; All are nat called preſently to ſuffer death for 
Chill; and'becauſe Peter would needleſly, before hz was cal- 
led, thruſt himſeliupon that ſeryice, we know what became of 
his Confidence, Some fiom their Natural Timidity, may be 
afraid of dying, Who yer are valiant enough againſt that which 
is worſe ; and chat is, Diſgrace : He that Iuiters this for Chriſt, 
is by kiveſteemed tor a Martyr, O:hers may be tender as to 
both theſe, and yer can encure_ poverty, which the Apoſtle 
reckons a Degree of Martyrdome, In ſhort, we mult take ic 
for granted, that ſome kind of crofſe oc.other will meet wich 
us, and notwichſtanding, if we reſolve to'go on, we nzed not 
fear holding wut : He that begins hig journey juſt chen when he 
ſees the ſtorm coming, will not eaſily be driven back, 
Thirdly, Be often checking your doubrs, and Irreſolutions ; 
ſayto your ſelves, as Chrift.to Peter, O th u of little Fah, 
why didſt then doubt > O45 David, Why art thou caſt down, © 


| my ſou! ? and why art thou diſquicted in we? ſtill truſt in God, 


Remember, that God hath given us as much Aflurance and 


Ground of Comfort, if we perſevere to follow him, as it is 
: poſſible 


69) I's 
poſſible ſor God in his Word rogive, | We have both his ord gs 
Irid his Oath ; thar ſo, as the Apolile infers, we might have a HY & 18, 19% 
ſtrong #5nſlation, who have fled for refuge to lny bold upon the hope 
ſet before 15, A true beleevers fears confilt Molily in chis, that he * 
ſhall-faine and fall away at laſt - - As David, F ſhall periſh one-day Oy 27-1. 
by the hari of Saul : Bur, as he afterwards laid, He, (pake it wn " G 
his baſt, Nothing can more wrong Gods Goodnefle and Truth, 
than to unagine that he will leave us, after he hath b*ought us 
out,and titted us tor the combate, Dawid, wherhe had reco- 
vered out ot his ſwoor, cryes out, The Lord will perfect that Plal 138 8. 
which concerneth me, | And the Apoſtle having urged that pro- 
miſe maderto Jofkra, [ will not leave thee, nor ſor ſake thee ; which Heb. 13. 5+'6. 
he applies to > very b:leever ; concludes from thence, So that | 
we may bold'; (ay, The Lord 15 my helper, 1 will not fear what 
man can do wnto'me, A little firength may do great deal of 
ſervice, and ba h a P:cmiſe of more : As our Saviour to the 
Church of Philadelphia, -— [ hou hap a little ftrength, and yet Revol.,g 10s 
haſt kept Word, and not devyed iy Name : Whereupen he pro- 
miſeth, Bec auſe thou haſt kept the word of my Patience, | alſ1 
will keep thee from the honr of ] emptation, which ſhall come upan 
all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth, 

. Fourthly ;:nd Lattly, Strengthen your Re\oluwion by a Vow. 

If the [ron be blunt aithSolomonthen we muſt pot 19 more ftirength, 

So if v2 ſuſpe& our Reſolution,we matt uſe holy A-rs and Stra- 

tagems to Conhimir, We multtye our ſelves to the ſervice of 

Go2,by a double Bond ; that of Daty, ard that of-Hoxefty, in 

k2eping our Oath and (tenant, Single Reſolutions, like Cords, 

may bz un wiſted ; bur when an Oathgis added, they have in © 

them the ſtrength of a Caſtle, and cannit eaſily be brokey, And 

herein we muſt have a care, that we donor makethe matrer of 

our Yow, to be-about unneceſlary on indifferent things ; ſuch as 

ſeems ro have been Davids once, whehhe-reſolved,nor to fpeak, 

all the while the wicked was in fight » Which Reſolution was Pal. | 
raſhly raker, and-preſently broken. But-lert the matret of our 

Vow, be a thing abſolutely neceflary ro be done, whether we 

vow it, or not; Such was Davids at another time, [ have ſworn, 

ard will perform it, that 1 will keep thy righteous Tudgments : Plal, ug.106. 
And Facobs = If the Lord will give me food to eat, and raiment 


Gene28,20,9, 
A to 


Ooſerv,-2, 


AQts 1. 15. 
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fo put 9%, then ſhall the Lord be my Gd, Which is the ground 
why Joſhua in this Chapter,made the people to renew their &. 
Senant ; that ſoif afterwards they broke with Ged, they might 
totheir fin of Diſ®edience, 84d the guilc of wilful Perury ; 

'whichſwels a fin ro ſo urpardonable a height, that it cannbr rea- 
ſonably be preſumed, men in their right wits will ever dare to 
venture upen ir. And ſomuch forthe firſt Obſervation, 

The Second Obſeryation was this, that When the National 
and publick Worikip of God ) begins.to be d efil ed " then it becemes all 
Private Chriſt:ars, iv be moſt firitt and diligent in keeping np Fa- 
mily Worſp, We mult ſerve God in cur Hoyſes, it we cannot 
teive him in Spragegrres  Ifthe Temple be made uhclean, and 
Publich places of Meeting be defiled, then in an Upper-Rioms or 
Chan:her, as the Apcitles bereroto; e, we mult meet for Prayey 
ani Hearing ; in which, together wih breaking of bread, is 

.c :mprehen..ed the whole ſum of Ch:iliian Worthip, 

For the clearirg up of this Doct-inc t om all excerprions and 
cavils, theſe th ee things are to be preniiſed, 

Fir{l, That it is much more deli:eable ro ſerve God in the 
great Aſſembly, and in the molt publick places of Reſort, 


Prov. 1.2021. Wiſdome ſaith, She crperb in the ffreets, mm the chief places of cone 


Plal. 49. 9. 


Toh. 18. 20. 


courſe, inthe openyngs of the Gates ==-»——- And fry thould w.F- 
. dome's Meſſengers : Thoſe Fijhers of wen Novli | bour tothrow 
their Nets there, where they may ca:Ch ite grea'eſt dravghr, 
Therefore ou; Savicur in that Propherick /ja/nr,ſiith of himielF, 
I have preached righteauſneſſe inthe great Congregation : And . 
accorcinely, when he was apprehended and examined abour his 
Dc&. ine, / ſpake, ſaith he, openly to the World ; I-ever taught wn 
the Synagogue, and iu the'T emp/e, whither the Jewes reſort ; ard 
in ſccret have [ ſaid xothing, Nothing can be wo-e joyful to a 
true V Vorthipper of God, than to ſee the V Vorld come in as 


Pal. 122. I  olunteers to the ſervice of Chriſt : 1 was glad, ſairh David, 


&. 2. 4+ 


when they ſaid unto me, let ns go into the houſe of the Lord ; for 
then, he went with a multitude ; with a Voyce of joy and praiſe, 
with a multitude that kept Holy-Day. And it is recorded as 
the Glory of the laſt Times, that then people ſhall come by 
.Droves, and flock ro$ether to Sim ( or place of worſhip ) 4 


Pſal. 60. 5,8. Doves to their Windows, Becauſe this, if uncenſtrain'd, is a fign 


. thar 


) a: © | - 
{11 ) 

that God is acknowledged and owned as King, Itis therefore 

qnly a perverſe - ao) we ſpirir, which makes ſome co go out 

from publick Aſſemblies, before they are driven, Sorhar this 
raRiceof Joſhwa, to ſerve God in our Familigr, mult be under- 
ood only as thewing what is our Duty it Eits of.Necefſi'y ; 

nor what i3 in it ſelf more deficeable; were it lefr ro our own 

choyce and inclination, 


Secondly, Every errour and falſe mixture in the publick Prop, 2. 


. VVorcſhip, is not a ſufficient ground for any private'Ch.1ltian ro 


'dvide;and ſepatate himſelf from the publick Aſſembly, 1n our 
Saviours time the Church was over-ſpread with many very great 


errours ; for the Saddaces denied the Reſurrettion, and Angels, A&ts 23.8. 


and Spirit ; and the Phariſces had made wojd the Law of God by Mat. 15. 


their Traditions ; for inftead of thoſe (ubſtan:ial and lafting Du- 
ties of Rightemſneſſe, and the Love ofs- God, they bad b:aught in 
many needleſs and impertin-nc Superſticzons, ſuch as the waſh- 
1g of bands before meat, and the like : Add to this, that they 


w:re vicious in thei: lives, as b:tng Vnjuft, Extortiorers, and Mat. 23. 


nnder a pretence of lopg-pra yers devonurin g W:daws hbogſcs:Yer net- 
raer Kid our Saviour wichd:aw himſelf from Temple-V Vorſhip, 
nor- did he wartarit his Diſciples to do it, bur becauſe they ſat in 
Moſes Chair, and were authorized' Expounders of the Law, he 
commands them'ro be heard, Sointhe Church of Cormth,there 


w:re very many impure mixtures ; for fone were given to Ido-1 Cor t. 19, 
latry ; others denied -the Rejrwyrettion of rhe dead'; and their i Cor. 15.12, 


Diſcipline was too lof, that not only they-fo: bore to excotmmus 1 Cor. 5. 


nicate one who had martyed his fathers wife ; bur likewiſe,even 


at the-time of receiving the Lords Supp2r, they had thoſe there 1 Cor: 11. 


whodid eat and d.ink to a ſurfei: : 'Yer the Apoſtle doth nor 
command any relinquithment of their Aſlemblies, but only en- 
joyns a reifying of their Diſorders. And as this 1s clerr in 
thoſe ewo famous inſtances, ſo is it apparent in Realon too 
ſince the children ought.nort co leave their bread, becauſe the . 
Dogs come in to ſnatch a part with rhem. As the Apoſtle was 


olad, even for thoſe that preacbed Chriſt out of exvy ; ſo may we Phil. r. 


be glad, that even wicked men are over=awed (o ia”, as to joyn 
with others inthe publick honouring of God,though it rends on- 
ly to their greater condemnation ; fince their ſe: vice, how im- 

G 4 pure 


» 


Prog. 3... 


A 


(12 3 ® 
pure ſoever,: hath-not tainr -to.defile. anorher, who comes to 
worſhip Godiin their Company.. | i; 
hirdly, Then is che publick Ailembly to. be lefr, when falſe 
Gods and falſe wwrſhips re eftabliſhed by a Law : V Ve muſt to 
ler ve Goc, as withall we muft manifeſt, that we are not theyer- 
vants of men, I therefore Jerobeam do ſer up his (alves at Daw 


© Amos 5. 4, 5. 3nd Fethel, then ler ſuch as fear God,goe upto Jeruſa/ewi ; Seek. 


ye-mey(airh God, ad ye ſbull live.; but ſeek nt Bethel, And, 
T hexgh thou Irael play the Harlety yet let not Judah offend ; and 
come ye not to Gilgal, neither go yeup to Bethaven, mer ſwear, the 
Lord liveth : 1othoſe places, which are thus polluted by. Idola- 
rrous mixtures, and inventions of men; who abuſe their Authori= 
ty, do net ſo much as perform what otherwiſe is lawful,  Sochat 
when either by force or violence we are excluded from publick 
places, or elſe when by reaſon of corruptions er joyned, we-muſt 
exclude our ſolves, or give a ſeeming aſſent unto thoſe undue 
impoſicions, then is-the proper time for-ſerting up of Fainily 
VVorſhip, as Joſhna here, by way of oppointior»to, and contra» 
dition from the other : The ground of which is, becauſe ic is 
a Moral and Indiſpenſable , for the Saints ro meet oſten 
together for mutual Advice, Exhortation and Com(o:t : The 
Apoltle makes the forſaking: of Aſſemblies, to be the firſt ep 
that leads to a Faral and Final Apoſtacy : So that when we can» 
not meet in ſuch places, where more Families may joyn, we 
ought to keep up the Y Vocthip of- God, pure and. 
every man in-his own. . af 


filed, . 
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NECESSITY 


OF 
Perſecution,3»'z 


Ab S£&$ 4% HE uſefulneſle of Perſecution, as to the End 
+ nia It ard the Effe& of ic in the Godly, many have 
diſcourſed upon ; but the unavoidable necetſi- 

FI ty of it, as to it's Cauſe, hath not, that I know 
SSSISSSYS of, been ſodiſtinily handled ; although che 
' Scripture is vesy full of this: In the world, 


faich our” Saviour to his Apoſtles, you ſhall have Tribulation : 


And, Through much tribulation, (aith the Apoſtle Paul, we wnſt As 14.22. | 
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John 16. _ 


evter int»the a or of God, And again to Timothy, All thatwil 2 T0. 3.12 


Hive Gedly 1n Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecurion, Which being 
ſroken [> peremptorily, and to this very en? thar when Perſe- 


tntions did come, we fhould ro be fumbled or offended at them, John 14 1 -- 4. 


becauſe no other thing did happen bur what was inevicable-; 
for «riod. rp FÞv, ics naturally impoſſible ro hinder ir, bur 


ſuth offence; will come ;_ it may therefore be of exceeding uſe Luke 17. 2. 


11 this cime of trya), b:iefly co Rate the Neceſſity of Perſecution, 
that ſo when we ſee that no other thing hath now happened, 
bur what we had alwayes jutft reaſon to expe, we may from 
chence be encouraged with patience to wait, and co arrend the 


iflue, 
C2 To 


P <4; - Rs 
774 + - To find out this, we mult conſider,that the neceſſity of every 
"hs thing dat depend upon its Cabſes ; and if it can'once be clear-" 
*8 ed, that there ae theſe Cauſes inthe world, which, ſo long as 
| they contirve in their Activity, Perſecution will as naturally fol-- 
- lowfrom them, as Heat tom Fire, or Light trom the Sun, we 
ſhall then n» longer wondgs, that our Saviour and his Apoſiles 
* have 10 often tid us, that-there is ro pcflibility of living as 
Chriliaps withauc 1c. | 
Thefe are therefare inSc:ipture recorded to us theſethree 
- .Cauſe$whictihre alwayes at work for the bringing of Perſecuti- 
on, 1. Gods ap; oincing and ordering : 2. Satanexciting 
and provoking : 3. ] he world, or wicked menexecuting and 
inflicting of ir, 
1. Perſecution muſt be. becauſe God hath-ordered and ap- 
-Am9s 3-5. pointedit; for as'th:re is #o * evil in the City;but God hath can- 
ge mA ſed it;and as wot an hair of our head fats to the ground, without the 
— w_ guidance and over-ruling of bus Providence ; 10. neither can any 
catorium. Perſ-cution come, unletle God did particularly order the time, 
Tertul. cont: manner, and meaſure of 1t ;- and there are amongit many 
Marc. lib. 2. orher, two prir.cipall Ends for ir, which are mentioned in 
OG Scripture, Ke", - 

1, H: ce, for the tryal of his people,to make a viſible difference 
b=rw<en themand others; Hereby the Faith of all is made 
maniceſt of what value iris. And therefore Perſecutions are 
not mentioned inthe Golpel, a things Pezal, that God brings 
them 10 puniſh and grieve his People ; but meerly Probatory ; 

-.thar the durableneſſe and preciouſnelle of their Mettal may be 
diiferned, and made cofiſpicuous. Hence they are tiled 

Rom 5. Teregou0i Temptations orTryals,and we are bid for that reaſon to 
iPet. 1.6, 7» rejojcein them ;a3 valiant Souldiers uſe to do, in the occalions of 
James 1. 2,3, ſienatizing their c uraze, Perſecution is Gods Fan and. Fire ; 
by which the Chatfe is blown away, and the D:oſſe. conſumed ; 

chat what remains,may appear to be worthy of him, according to 

the expreflion Rev, 3, 4. When Chriſt rode intriumph to Je- 
ruſalem,the multirude was ready to cry Hoſanna; ſo when Reli- 

oion hath got publick credit and countenance in the worl1,hypo- 

crites will our-do the ſincereſt P:ofeſlors:God therefore brings 

aflom to blow away thoſe leaves, & to waſh off that paintzthar 

ww ſo 


_— 


(15) S 
ſo.the tative and-uncounterfeir beauty of his people may appea?, , 
beacivg up againſt the tempeſt, and ſhining the brightec,by how 
much 1he more clouds and darknefle it encounters. As God 
doth not intend to ſave the world, ſo neither would he have 
their tale aad flattering Tervice ;. and therefore he lets the 
Crolle lye in thei: way, at which, woile ſelath men do ſtumble 
and fall, bis Fai:{ifull Ones niay take it up, and carry it indeft- 
ance of the worlds rage, to the henour of their Heavenly Lord 
and King: Since therefore God will have His to be knowa 
and diltinguiſhed f:om others, ſo vifibly that they may in a 
manner be pointed at, he hath ordained Perſecution to ferve as 
theic Badge and Cognizance. | ; | 

2, Another End is, Hereafter, for the clearing of Gods 
Juſtice, when he doth diſpence his furure rewards and puni(h- 
men:s : For though che reward ic ſelf be of grace ( fincea 
Chriſtians #'2rthineſſe arilerh onely from what 18 freely gruen 
bm ) 1 ex in the diſpoſing oft , God obſerves a Rule of Juſtice 
ana Proportion ; that thoſe onely fhould reign with (briſt , 
wo here do ſuffer for him; that the Crown ſhould not be 
given, unlefle the (reſſe had firſt been born, which is inſiſted 
upon, Rom, $, 17, 2:Cer; 4. 10, I.' 2 Tim, 2.11, 12. 
And throughout thes 29 and 3d Chapters of Revelation, the 
Promiſe is altogether made ro the Conguerour, 1, e, tohim 
that overcomes by dying. And the b=ttowing of glory upon 
ſuch, thall be ſoevidenly Juſt and Righreous, that even wicked - 
and ungodly men th:mſelves, (hall be forced to confeſle, that 


there was 2cod reaſon, why themſelves are tormented, andthe Luke 16. 2: 


others comforted ; ſince not onely.they had their good things 11 
this hife( of which they gauſeleſly deprived others) bur likewiſe, 


according to the Apoſtle Paul's Argument, Becauſe it © a 2Theſ.2.45- }. 


Righteous thing with God, to recompence Tribulation unto them 
that trouble us ; but unto theſe who are troubled, reft, when the 
Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his mighty An- 
gel; : For which, we are bid not tobe terrified, at Peyſecutions, 
bur to look upon them as evident tokens, and fore-runners of. 
our own ſalvation, and of the Perdition of wngodly men, Phil, 


I, 28, 
Secandly, , 


> C169 | 
Y «Secondly,  Anorhercauſe which makes Perſecution receflacy, 
is Satan exciting ant provoking of ir,whom borh our Saviour and * 
his Apoftles Go make to be the dire and immediate Cauſe or 


John 14. 30. Author of Perſecution. Tihuy when our Saviour was tobe pur 


to death, The Prince of this world, ſaith he, cometh ; and to the 


Luke 22, 53. Pzoplech:r came to apprehend him, T his & your hour, and the 


CEIITH 


; 3 Pct. f, , Pp Fp?. 6. I7, 


2, 12, 


Belnldthe Devil 


'And his is agreeable ro the wh 
Comp. 1 Co. there is Giſcovered unto us 2 
berween the wo (pirits, by © 
the world are zcted ; and therefore according to that firſt Pro- 
miſe of the Meſſiah's victory, the Serpents: 0:1ginal hatred to 
Chrilt, is. continued againſt all his ſeed, Geti, 3.15. agrecable 
tothart Myſtical Diſcovery, Rev. '1 2, 17, For fince this evil 
ſpirit is t00 weak to celtroy God himſelf, againit whom his 
ragep:incipally is ; he labcurs ro deſtroy him wm his Image, and - 
ſo root out from the Earth, all thoſe who endeavour (igcerely 
to worſhip him, 'Thus Cat» being egged and incired by Satan, 


power of-darknefſe : Perfecutions are thoſe Fiery Darts of the 
evl, 0: wicked oxe, which the Shield of. Farth is ſaid 10 quench, 
And the Apotile Peter having told us that the 
Devil went i and' down 4s @ recring Lyon, feekivg whims be 
wnght dewenre zhe bids us to refift bins, being Rledfaſt inthe Faith, 
knownng, faith he, that the ſame Aﬀi.ttions (thereby evidently 
aſcribin z th cile and beginning of the.n unto Satens Inftigatt- 
On) are accompliſhed in your Br:threr, that are the world, -+ $0 
our Saviour in Kevel 2, 10, bids the Chv- 
feav none of thoſe thi» & which they (hnld ſuffer : 
ſome of you wo Priſer,, that you may 


| of Smyrna to 
Far ſaith he, 


le tenour of Sc pure, ſince 
t contrariety and antipathy, 
r other 6f which; all men4n 


John 3. 12. &4/led his Brother; for, ſaith Jobs, he was 3% fi mmmpimn— 4 ſpawn 


of that Serpent, and ſull of the ſame deadly hatred againlt God 
and goodneſle*: He was of the wicked one, and ſlew his brother ; 
for no other Crime, but, becauſe his own works were evill,and his 
Brothers righte»ws, So when an ev1ll ſpirit came upon Sa!, he 
ſought to kill David : And Jada did not betray our Saviour, 


fuke22.3- till the Devil bad entred into him-: This Spiric is till at work, 
+omnk, 44. and isnow what he was from the beginning, a Murderer ; who 


either ſeduceth the world, by his cozena 


or elſe kills and 


burcherg 


: ” a f by * -*- 
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butehers them by hiscruelcy: Till he be chainet up, ant re © - 
firained (rom bis eafie encranceinco, and taking pollcflian of the 
minds of men, there is as little hope, the Church of God | 


% 


þ | ſhould bz freed from Perſegmtion, as a Ship thar, ons ar 
- Sea hath to bz freed from Storms and tempeſts, when 
A, > there is a herce and boifterous wind let looſe to raile them. 


| The Thi-d an laft Cauſe (the Agency of which, makes Per- 
ſecution to be neceflary ) isthe Word, or wicked men,. of whom 
the WI is full, who are the immedia:e Exzcutors and Infli- 
&to:s of it : For the wwr/d tes ;n ev.ll, ſaith the Apofile John ; 1 John 5.19. 
or as the O.igiml bath it,-1mcbe” evil ore, As the Aire doth 
emb-ace the Earth ſo doth the evil (ri: infinure if elf into 
the Breatts of men, and fills them wi h his ownrage and fury : 
Hence theyare p incipl:d ts hate tbe Light, and ro oppoſe 
all thoſe. whe do reprove. them for their: deeds of darkneſſe: John7- 7. 
This meaſure our Saviour found, whom the wotld hated, 
meerly becauſ® he told them that their deeds were evill : 
And this he propheſies ſhould be the lor of his faichfull Fol- 
lowers : Becauſe they were choſen out of the world; which John1s. 19, 
they thewed by leading a ſmgular, and an uncommon kind of 
1- life, therefore the world would hate thew: It is the proper- - 
ty of Swine and Degs. to rent and: tear thoſe, . who in Mat. 7.6. 
kirdnefle- would take a Bone from the one ,- or the Mire 
from the other ; Worldly men, while they continue 
>duch , ace al:ogerher as Buriſh, Ad camor chooſe bur 
ſnarl at thoſe , who either by their own Example, do as it 
were upbraid;z. cr by their DoRrine'- would reform their 
ſenſualicy : And' becauſe Truth, though” ir be hated for ic * * 
ſelf, yer is ſo amiable and lovely , that unleſſe ir can be 
diguied , it cannot be direftly oppoſed ; hence: have all®# 
thoſe Falſe Colors been invented, by which the Profeſſors 
and Followers of Truth have been -rendred cMonſtrous 
| which. the world did onely put them into Beaſts king, 
ſo they might che-- more plauſibly” bait and devour 
, As long therefore as the world is drunk with 
prejudice, and yer 18 angry to be awakened ; _ ic will be 
impoſſible but Perſecution will follow thoſe few valianc 
Believers, Who like. Lot in Sodewe , will give their evil * 
Neighbours: 
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Exod, 13-17. 


Luke 5; 39-v 
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'Neighbours no reſt; but, ſo far as they can ,* do dra 


the Currains, thar ſo the ſhining and breaking in of "Light," 
may ſtartle chem into ſobriery. . . ; « 

Having thus ated the Caufes 'of Perſecution, wich in 
the Þreſentframe and poſture of things are 6 fixed and (e 1- 
leq, rhat till a greater meaſure of the Spirit bz poure d 
out, there is no poſſibility of hindering theic working :* lr 
follows, not onely that it is unreaſonable to complain of Per+ 
ſecation, or to think that any ſtrange thing hath befallen us ; 
as the Apolile intimates, r' Pet, 4. 11, 12, "Bur likewile 
that, in caſe we. our felv2s have. not ben parcakers of ir, 
we have but roo much reaſon to ſuipe& the ſincerity and 
tzuth of our profeiſion, 

Toclear up rhi*, that 1t may no: be an occafion of Scrupl= to 
any , Who have not as yet been pur 10 'the Fiery Tryall, and 
cherefoge may be deje&cd wi tout cavic, 1 frall diftinguith 


of a twofold Perſecution. 


Firſt, There is a Perſecution of the haxd, which reacherh 
to the taking away our Lives or Goods; and this may be 
ofrentimes reſtrained , eipecially in.the Infancy and B-gin- 
ning. of a Church' ; God, wha is compar:d to an Husband- 
#han, hath a care of his render Plants, and will not ler them 
be roq much ſhaken, till chey have taken roo: : He ſtopperh 
his rough wind, asthe expreffion is, Iſa. 27. *. In the day of 
bis Eaſt-Wind ; "and as any Free ot his planiirg ſhoots up,io he 
debates with it in meaſure , and by degrees hardens it for a 
ſharper Ercounter, . Thus whehthe7ſraelires were newly come 
from Egypt, God would nor lezd them the direct way by the 
Philiſtines Countrey, lealt they ſhould ſee war, ard ſo return 
back again into Egypt : So new converts are not 1mmz=diarely 
called ro enter intothe greateſt dangers:as our Saviou: defends 
his Diſciples for »ot Faſting ; Ni man, (auch he, that hath bee 
accuſtomed to drink Old Wire, ftraight-way deſireth New : 
there muſt be Arr and Tine uſed, to wean him trom an a 
ent habit ; ſo thoſe bard-ſhips which the Goſpel brings, are to 
be undergone by little and little; and thereſare though we bave 
not as yer enCured the utmoli.ſufferings, we. ought not_' 6 Aly 
firuſt our Rate, but take ic f8r grarited, eithet that we are Hot 

| yet 


(19 3 
yet fit for that ftrong meat, or that Ged intends us for ſome 
rſervice ; and we ſhould make uſe of rhat interval or 
dreathing-time, to wher and fortifie our courage —,” But 

| Secondly, There is a Perſecution of the Tongue , which vents 
it ſelt in reproaches and obloquies ; and this is n2t onely the 
Þ fore-:unner of a greater,but is Akewile in it ſelf a very ſore and 
s S:1evous Perſecution : Of this our Saviour moſt birrerly com- 
| | plains, Pſal, 6g. when the Nailes and the Scemrges he never 
| mentions, as it they were mote ſupportable than the 6ther : 
Reproach, (aith he, hath broken my heart, and I am full of heavi- 

reſſe: The Reproach hz met with, was no leſle than to be 
Called a Witch or Conjurer, Mat. 12.24. A Demnriack, or a 
Mad: man, ];hn 10, 29. A Seditions perſon, and a Blaſphemer, 
Luke 23. 2. and John 19. 94,12. Andto the very laſt an /m- 
poſter, and one that falicly boaſted of his Intereſt in Ciod, 
Mat. 27.” 40; -43. Theſe"are ſome of thoſe Contumelies 
which our Saviour hath before-hand acquainted us, that all his 
Followers mult me<t wich, fat.10.25. And we find it verified 
in che uſage of che Apoiles; fo: nor onely in general, T hey were 
1 perſecuted and defamed,being made as the filth of the warld, as the 
off-ſcouring of all things, 1 Co7.4. 12,1 3, But in particular, they 
+ were called Blaſphemers aga;nſt God cf Moſer,AQts 6.1 1,Frou- 
blers of the State, and Teachers of ſtrange Cuſtomes, ARs 16.20, 
21, Seditiors, Turbulent Perſons and Enenter to (afar, AQS 17, 
6,7. Law-breakers, AQts 18.14. Hererichs, Ats 24. 5,Mad-men, 
AQts 26.24.Theſe are thoſe goodly Epithites with which che 
world adorzed our Saviour'and his Followers ; and ſome, if not 
all of theſe, have been inevery Age, and applied to ſuch, who 
have bzen moſt (incere and upright in their profeſſion : And 
therefore ſuch who carry their Faith in ſuch a calme, and ſo 
undiſcerned from the world, that none of theſe marks of honour 
have as yet been put upon them , have juſt reaſon to bewail 
N their condition; for if they did belong to that Churchgwhich is yet 
4 & the Wilderneſſe, the Dragon would calt ſome of theſe” flagds 
ent of his month to evernhelme them, Rev.12.1 5, 
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THE 


Duty of Aſſemblin o 


CLEARED OUT OF 


Heb. 10. 25. Not forſaking the Aſſembling eur 
ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is; but 
exhorting on? another, and ſo much the more, 
as ye ſee the day approaching. 


S#SASZSY Day he;e may be mearr, eitherahe Day - f 
dd * Tadgmertywhich by way of Eminence is c:lled 
That Day : Or the trouble and affi19n which 
was upon the Chntch, of which he ſperks, 
verſ, 32,0. and Chap.12, and makes uſe of 
them here, to entorce his Exhortation, 
Two Ob! er vations atiſe from hence. 
Firſt, That it is the Duty of all Believers,to keep up and frequent 
Church-aſſemblies, | 
S:condly, That when times of trauble are upon the Church, then 
ſhould all Believers, be moſt diligent and conflant in 
meeting together, LITh 
Concerning the firſt of theſe, there is Jicle or no diſpure,as 
deipg a thing acknowledged and practiſed by all : But b-cauſe 
when danger atifeth, then many are ready to forbear that du- 
ty, alledging for themſelves ſuch Arguments, as their Fears 
do ſuggelt ; therefore 1 ſhall endeavour briefly rodemonſtrate, 
That Perſecution or Troable ariſing, becauſe oftC hriſtians afſem- 
dling together, i; ſo far from being a Reaſon, why they "oy 
forbear, that they ought thereby ſo much the more to be guicke 
ed, wo 4 frequency init, Which 1s the very force of the Apoſiles 
Argument in this place : And the Reaſcns are, 
Firſt, Fromthe praRile of the Apoſtles and Primitive Be- 
lievers, 
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_ without Profeſſion, ,Our Saviour calls his followers ro C onfeſſe 
| bim, Afar. 10. 32. And to ſuch as are aſhamed of him, 'ar bis od 


(21) : A 
lievers, Who did not onely keep up cheir meecings, but like- 
wiſc in times of periecuticn made uſe of the molt conſpicuous 
and publick places ; they being, as Lukyreſtifies of them, c9» Lute 24. 53, 
tingally praiſing avd bleſſing Ged.z or, as he harh ic in anotber 
. place, . All that belieued were together, i,e, Aembled oft in Ats 2. 44. - 
one place, as the word em 5d «4 fignities, and is rendred, 

v, 1, In which practiſe ot theirs, there are theſe things ! 

to make it conſiderable : 1, That they continued romeer after 

the Apoſtles were hlence71, Chap. 4. 17,&c. 2. Tharmeecing 

thus, is made an ourward Diſtinftion-Note between Be- 

tievers and others ; For ic is ſaid, Of thereft durſt no man OL 

himſelf unto them, Chap. 5.13. 3+. When the Miles were 
impriſoned, the Angel that releaſed them, commanded them 

topreach, not in private, but in the Temple, Chap. 5. 20. 

4. That the Apoliles thought themſelvs obliged ro keep up the 

ſame cuftom, - even after they were diſgracefully ſcourged and 

whipped by order of the Counſel, Chap. 5. 41 42. Now fince 

what was Witten in this kind, was w: itten for our Example, 

we ovght to go and do ſo likewiſe, Jaw. 5. 10. Heb, 13,7, 
Secondly, Another Reaſon is, becauſe Faith -will n2t avail Reaſon 2" 


Goſpel, he threatens deſtruction, Mar.8, 38, Sothe Apoſthe.* 
joynes Faith and (onfeſſiox, 1, e..a publick and ſolemn decl:- 
ration of Faith, together, in the marter of ſalvation, Rim, 10, 
94:10. This fire muſt flame our, that p:hers may tee, or elſe 
there is danger, that it will go out ; Now firce the joyning our 
ſelves unto the faichſul, is the moſt viſtble Sign-of the Truth of 
our Profeſſion, thereſore no conſideration whatever ſhould 
make us O71 17, 
Thirdly, Our Saviour hath already foreſtalled and anſwered Keaſer 3... 
all Pleas, which any can uſe'to juſtihe their forbearance ; for 
we are bid te expe Perſecution, and we are commanded not 
tg be afraid of men ; and that in the very place where Confeſſion 
is required : Sorhat for fear'to omic (o neceſlary a part of Cot» - ... 
feſſion, is utterly inconfittent wich Faith, 
Fourthly,Becauſe in Times of Perſecutton,we have the moſt Reaſon 4.. 
need of ſtrengthning.. As Irox ſharpens Iron, {aith Soloyzon, (o 


Reaſon p] R 


' Communt: 
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tbth a was thi fac of bis fend, oy David, when he was in 
diſtrelle,found grezt encouragement by Jorarhens repairing to 
him, and putting kim in mind of che Promiſes : So 1s it wit h all 
B-lievezs, they have R:engih and comfort each fram other, 
lj two lze roger er they will be warm; but bow can one be warns 
aloe ? Thurolitar y and private devotion, is but a ſpark at 
molt, in COmPart ion of tc: hat Aatne, which will aci'e from che 
nucual ; 4 blowing up each others © races, which th 
cn of Saints Qo: h affocd 
Fitthly, B:cau 'e rhe omitting of f this Duty, 13 the next ftp 
to Apoltacy, Z x, rt ove @ether awly, ta. h the Apoſtl- ' Hb 
3. I}. wh#/e it is cal — leaſt any of you be hard! ed 
chrough : the decert/nliieſſe of fix, And _——_ having civen 
the Extiograriony. he wn ns the Gang: r of faliug away : Sin 
works by degrees; fiſt, 1 OT Ail in, blies, t! nen from 
p:ivate. Dutt2*, wi at 1: It pn A ly to fc, 04 
So. that WRen o::Ce we are tempted to leave the Com: 1138 of 
Sagutr, Satan is but watcl.ing his ady antage to take us off like- 
vile from the Fellawſhi ip of 1 Faith ; Wiich cannot b2 maincatned 
in any life and vigour with mean, 9 | 
Hzviny thus cleared, thac it 13 a Chriſtians Duty to meer (or 
muttal E xhortation and Comfort,other Crircumt NCCS 87 lefc to 
Curprunence, as the place,vtherher'm Deſetr5, 25,the Prophecy, 
Heb, 11, a7 our Savi our, © or 10 Houſze, as 1:12 pri, itive Ch: 
f1ans —, Thetime, wherh=r by day,- «© wx. 2x Giden in in 
the Night ceſtr oyed. Baals Imagz ; anq'th: Apoilties met by 
nizhr, and (but the dore upon them ſor fear of the Tees, Jo 
20.19, And thoſe that me: in 7 eruſa!em to pray for Peter, Att, 
The number, whetber ih. - whole Church of a Cir y, as 
11 t9e primitive Times, or in \cattered companies 1n private 
houſes, which,when the Perſecution wa: violent, vas practiled, 
Theſe things Sare left undetermined in the Worl, and are to be 
ordered according to.thoſe general Rules, of doing all ro rac 
Glory of God, and the Churches Edification ; there bi canes a 
laticude lefr us, in the prudent mantfge of a Duty, fort 
avoyding of a danger, ſo thatthe duty ic (elt bz not omitteo, 
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